THE DYEING INDUSTRY

,0iall works flourish In Germany and in Switzerland, and
there Is no reason why they should not dp so in tills
country. Germany Is a long way behind us in the textile
industries, but she Is gradually decreasing our lead.
Although the larger the scale of production the more
profitable production usually Is, yet countries cannot be
ruiieeived as having large and unconquerable starts over
other countries. One English firm Is making headway on
the Continent and Is receiving respect from German
chemists. Their dye-stuffs have received very favourable
report's., while recent booklets issued from the works show
no lack of enterprise. It must be remembered that one
of tie principal reasons why the German colour industry
tlourishes to-day is because of the application of keen
business ability "in the management.

Protection would have little effect in keeping out the
German dye-stufis, and the cost of production of our dyed
goocls would only thereby be raised. The German firms
might erect works In this country, as they have done in
France, Russia, and in other countries, and this arrange-
ment might benefit employment a little, but the national
benefit would only be small. Our present producers of
coal-tar colours would not benefit materially, because they
would not be allowed to work the German patents, so that
our dyers would still have to import their colours or fall
behind in the production of the latest shades; in order
to obtain the novelties from time to time sent out by tlie
colour firms, our dyers would have to pay the ordinary
price, together with the tariff which had been placed on
these products. In Germany many raw materials are

;||    '                              admitted duty free, as coal, lime, tar, pitch, turpentine,

wool and hair, raw copper, lead, tin, zinc, hides and skins,
and some chemicals; but not alkali, alum, bleaching
powder, or salt. In any case, considering the circumstances
mentioned above, aniline colours are raw materials to
our cotton, woollen, and other industries. In. the United
salt and most chemicals are taxed; but white
arsenic, sulphur, crude nitrates, petroleum, tar, turpentine.,
wax are admitted free of duty. America, like Germany,
recognises that the raw materials of industry should not
be taxed.
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